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The President and the Honorary Secretary attended  

the  International General Assembly (IGA) workshop 

and meeting that was held from 23 to 24 June 2014.  

This was followed by the  91st AGM of the Institu-

tion of Fire Engineers (UK) and a one and half day 

conference from 25 to 26 June.  The event was held 

in the historic city of Stratford-Upon-Avon, the 

birthplace of the famous writer Sir William Shake-

speare.   

The event was attended by representatives from 21 

Branches including Mauritius, Netherlands, Abu 

Dhabi, Malaysia, Hong Kong, USA, Canada, Ireland, 

New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, Nigeria, Scot-

land, Belgium and other UK Branches. 
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July to September 2014 

Main Highlights 

Editor’s Interview with the IFE President     

IFE First Training Collaboration with Engr. Tay Hao Giang 

Editor:  What do you see  as challenges ahead for 

you? 

President:  The biggest challenge for IFE Singapore 

in the next 5 years and more is not only to manage 

the expectations of our members but also remain 

relevant in this ever growing and changing fire 

safety, fire engineering, fire rescue, emergency man-

agement and fire operations landscape.  IFE need 

new strategies to ........................... 

IFE Singapore Branch had invited Engineer Tay Hao 

Giang, from Fire Safety Engineering Consultant, 

Malaysia, to share his knowledge in the subject Fire 

Detection and Alarm Systems Design in a Seminar 

held from 6th to 7th August 2014.  He is the Past 

President of  IFE (UK) and Past President of IFE 

Malaysia Branch and is the co-author of the Guide to 

Fire Protection in Malaysia. 

IFE NEWS 

From left to right: Mr Rama, International 

President and spouse  and Mr Azmi  



 

The Institution of Fire Engineers (UK) 

held its 91st Annual General Assembly 

(AGM) and International General As-

sembly (IGA) meeting from the 23rd to 

the 26th of June, 2014 at Stratford-

Upon-Avon, Warwickshire, UK.  It is a 

small town about one and half hour, by 

rail, north of Central London. 

The IGA, comprising representatives 

from all the IFE Branches, presents the 

views of the Branches to the Board of 

Directors of IFE to help them in decid-

ing on policies and the running of the 

Institution.  Singapore Branch was rep-

resented by our IGA representative, 

Mr. Azmi bin Adam and alternate representative Mr. K. Ramanathan. Stratford-

Upon-Avon is the birthplace of Sir William Shakespeare, the famous playwright, 

and the IGA workshop and IFE AGM were held at Stratford Manor, an old English 

style hotel. 

 The IGA workshop session was held on the 23rd of June and the IGA meeting was 

held at the IFE Head office on 24th June 2014, about 20 minutes drive from the ho-

tel.  The main items discussed were the idea mooted by some members that IFE 

should change its name to cover not only fire fighting and fire engineering but also 

emergency services rendered during natural or man-made disasters.  Mr. Azmi told 

the Assembly that the IFE name has a very long and rich history and it would be a 

shame to lose it after 100 years.  He further said that what is needed is not the 

change in name but rather a renewed vision and mission statement to make IFE 

relevant through the years.  He suggested that the existing mission statement “The 

International Organisation for Fire Professionals” be changed over time to reflect 

the new intent of being recognised as more than just an Institution for fire emergen-

cies.   

 

IFE IGA and AGM held at Stratford –Upon-Avon       by: K. Ramanathan 
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“Stratford-Upon-

Avon is the 

birthplace of the 

famous 

playwright, Sir 

William 

Shakespeare.” 

Background:  IFE Head Office   At the International President’s Dinner 



 

One possible change would be; “The International Organisation for Fire, Rescue 

and Emergency Management Professionals”.  The consensus at the meeting was to 

retain the IFE name.  

The other matter was the planning and preparation for IFE centennial celebrations 

in 2018, when IFE will be 100 years old.  Many ideas were put forward to the 

Board of Directors to mull over.  The AGM was held on the morning of the 25th 

June 2014 and included the installation of the new International President, Mr Neil 

Gibbins.  The AGM was attended by local UK Branches members as well as mem-

bers from Singapore, Malaysia, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, Nigeria, Nether-

lands, Mauritius, Hong Kong, Belgium, USA and Canada. The conference started 

in the afternoon of the 25th June 2014 and continued into the  26th of June 2014.  

The theme of the conference was “ Intelligent Engineering-reducing risk.”  The 

programme covered 3 sessions:  1.  IFE driving fire intelligence, acquisition and 

development  2.  Fire Intelligence International Analysis    3.  Engineering Risk 

Reduction. 

IFE IGA and AGM held at Stratford –Upon-Avon       by: K. Ramanathan 
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Seminar on Practical Fire Detection and Fire Alarm System    by: Zach Liew 

IFE Singapore had invited Engr. Tay Hao Giang from Fire Safety Engineering Con-

sultant, Malaysia , to share his knowledge on this subject in the seminar that was 

held on 6th and 7th August 2014.  He is the Past President of IFE(UK) and Past 

President of IFE Malaysia Branch and received various fire protection related 

awards  in Malaysia.  He is involved in a few Technical Committees and Work 

Group of  fire properties of building materials, fire extinguishers, clean agent fire 

extinguishing system and passive fire protection system in Malaysia.  He also a 

speaker for international conferences and seminars in many parts of the world and 

has also published several international journals.  He has co-authored “Guide for 

Fire Protection in Malaysia” with vast numbers of illustrations and explanatory 

notes.  IFE will be sending out notices to collect order for this book for those who is 

interested in purchasing them. 

Various topics were covered at the seminar.  It includes some basic fire science and 

behavior. Some insight of acoustic engineering and also performance fire detection 

and fire alarm systems.  He had also shared some of the international fire incidents 

and touched on some of the aspect of fire protection system inadequacy in these fire 

incidents. 

The seminar had attracted 32 participants from different fire related industries 

which includes building services consultants, facilities management, suppliers and 

educators.  Participants benefited from the knowledge  gained and they were very 

“The topics are most 

relevant and the 

Trainer is an  experts 

in his own field.” 
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My first priority 

is to let the local 

community know 

about IFE and its 

objectives and 

how IFE can be of 

service to them.   

Have you paid your 2014 subscriptions? 

The Branch wish to inform all members that the subscription fees for 

2014 was  due in Jan 2014.  Members  are encouraged to  pay their 

subscription fees promptly or risk being delisted from the UK mem-

bership Register. 

The Branch would like  to congratulate Mr Hong Kim Pong  for suc-

cessfully obtained the  Lifetime Membership in the Member Grade.  

The Branch would also like to take this opportunity to inform all 

members that the criteria for Lifetime membership was  amended in 

2013 and   to be eligible, members must have attained the age of 65 

years old and have been a member for 15 years or more. 

Members who meet the new criteria for Lifetime membership can 

write to the Executive Secretary  to record their interest. 

 

Interview with  the IFE President  By:  Editor 
Major Azmi bin Adam is the Senior Assistant Director of the Central 

Enforcement Department in HQ SCDF.  As the Senior Assistant Di-

rector, he is responsible to ensure the effective and efficient operation 

and management of all matters of the Enforcement and Prosecution 

Branch which includes the regulating and enforcing of fire safety in 

buildings, petroleum and flammable materials and CD Shelter re-

quirements in accordance to the provisions of the Fire Safety Act and 

Civil Defence Shelter Act. 

  

Prior to his current appointment as Senior Assistant Director to the Central Enforce-

ment Department, Major Azmi bin Adam was the Officer Commanding of the Fire 

Safety and Investigation Training Wing of the Civil Defence Academy, SCDF.  He 

was responsible for the development and conduct of Fire Safety and Fire Investigation 

courses for both the SCDF personnel and the public and is the subject matter expert on 

fire safety and it’s legislation, emergency planning and fire investigation.  

 

In April 2014, Major Azmi bin Adam was officially appointed the 3rd  President of the 

Institution of Fire Engineers (UK) Singapore Branch.  Major Azmi Adam will serve as 

the President of IFE (UK) Singapore for a two year term ending April 2016.  Below 

are the questions posed by the Editor and answers provided by the President. 

Editor:  Did you expect to be elected as the next President of IFE?  

President:  I joined the IFE as a Student Member in 1983 when I was a young Station 

Officer of the then Singapore Fire Service.  Back then when the IFE professional 

qualification (Graduateship  and Membership Examination) was a criteria for promo-

tion many young officers, like me, became a member and would engage ourselves in 

self study programmes in preparation for the examination that is conducted by the IFE 

(UK) in conjunction with the Ministry of Education.  Self study programmes demands 

a lot of discipline and the passing rates for the IFE examinations had been low.  As 

soon as I passed the Graduateship examination in 1987, I went on to sit and 

passed the Membership examination in 1988.  It was only in the year 1991 that I de-

cided to serve in the IFE council, where I have served as the Honorary Treasurer and 

other portfolios before I was appointed the Honorary Secretary in 1996.  Continued on 

page 5…………. 

geo:0,0?q=2014%20Major%20Azmi%20bin%20Adam%20was%20officially%20%20elected%20and%20appointed%20the%204th%20President
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I will be inclusive 

in my leadership 

and will adopt an 

open approach to 

promote the 

objective of the 

IFE. 

Interview with  the IFE President  By:  Editor 

Editor:  Did you expect to be elected as the next President of IFE?  

 Continued from page 4 ……...I have been the Honorary Secretary since  then  and was 

upgraded to the Fellow Grade of the IFE in 2002.  I continued to be the Honorary 

Secretary until I was appointed the Vice President of Singapore Branch in 

2012.  When the IFE Constitution was amended in 2013, some thought that the natu-

ral progression would be for the Vice President to be the next President of the IFE

(UK) Singapore Branch, except for me.  Since 2013, I’ve been talking to sen-

ior members and ex-members of the IFE searching for the next potential Presi-

dent.  Many had declined the offer and it was in March 2014 at the IFE’s 40th 

AGM that I realised a candidate for the next President had not been found.  After the 

election of the office bearers at the 40th AGM, I was encouraged by a few of the 

elected office bearers to accept the Presidency but was still not sure if I should.  At 

the first meeting of the new management council I tried nominating another elected 

member as the President but the nomination was refused by the nominee and eventu-

ally when I was nominated as President, I accepted the nomination and with the help 

and support of all the office bearers, I endeavour to bring IFE Singapore to the 

next  higher level.  In some sense, I did not expect to be the next President, but I am 

indeed honoured to be appointed the 3rd  President of IFE Singapore and be part of 

its 40 years long history. 

Editor:  Do you think your style of leadership will be different  from the previous 

 past presidents?  

President:  I only had the opportunity to work with our two Past Presidents and they 

were the late Mr  Lim Beng Lock, Arthur and Mr Tan Jin Thong.  I have this weak-

ness of not listening enough to others when in fact I am open to ideas and sugges-

tions and I very much would like to include all members of the Branch in the deci-

sion making.  I will be inclusive in my leadership and will adopt an open approach to 

promote the objective of the IFE. 

 Editor: Please share your plans and visions for the IFE in the coming session 

 President:  The IFE Singapore has to be more active and involve in the business of 

promoting its objectives and itself both internationally and locally.  The IFE is the 

only internationally recognised professional institutions with 21 branches around the 

world but it is saddening to know that many local communities; especially from the 

Fire Authority, is not aware of the IFE.  The followings are what I intend to do dur-

ing my term as the President of IFE Singapore:- 

      1.   Facilitate Awareness -  My first priority is to let the local commu-

nity know about IFE and its objectives and how IFE can be of service to 

them.  I will do this by initiating collaboration with all the local Fire Associa-

tions, technical institutions and the Fire Authority (SCDF).  This unified col-

laborations will bring about a better understanding of our strength and how 

we can all contribute to making Singapore a safer home.   

       2.   Foster professionalism -  The IFE Singapore will offer the SCDF and the 

fire community in general our expertise in the field of fire engineering, fire 

technology and fire protections that is abundant in supply within our member-

ships.  We intend to offer Book Prizes and memberships to young officers of 

the SCDF and provide research grants to organisations, groups or individuals 

who is undertaking any fire related research or studies.  

      To help the Fire Authority and the industry in resolving some of the possible 

performance based design solutions, the IFE will form a Special Interest 

Group (FSE - SIG) comprising Branch members who are FSEs.  

       3.   Stay Relevant - We will make ourselves visible internationally and lo-

cally by participating in international conferences, meetings and forums and 

supporting local events so as to keep ourselves abreast with  the latest devel-

opments.  Continued on page 6……... 

geo:0,0?q=4th%20President%20of%20IFE%20%20Singapore%20and
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“We will make 

ourselves visible 

internationally and 

locally by participating 

in international 

conferences, meetings 

and forums and 

supporting local events 

so as to keep ourselves 

abreast with  the latest 

developments.  ” 

 Editor: Please share your plans and visions for the IFE in the coming session 

Continued from page 5 ……...      
4.  Contribute to the Industry need for Increased Knowledge -  We will sup-

port the need of the industry for competent persons by continuing to provide 

trainings of technicians in the area of servicing and maintenance of fire extin-

guishers and fire protection systems.  To support the need of Fire Safety  En-

gineers in obtaining the CPD points, IFE will partner with foreign fire safety 

engineers from foreign establishments to run developmental courses and 

seminars specially for this targeted  group of professionals.  

  

These planned activities, I hope, will enhance the relevancy of IFE Singapore and 

make it   more prominent in both the local and international scene.  

 Editor: What do you see as challenges head for you?  

President:  The biggest challenge for IFE Singapore in the next 5 years and more is 

not only to manage the expectations of our members but also remain relevant in this 

ever growing and changing fire safety, fire engineering, fire rescue, emergency man-

agement  and fire operations landscape.  IFE Singapore need new strategies to retain 

and recruit new members and my most immediate resolve would be to provide the 

necessary leadership to promote the value and services that IFE can provide to its 

members.   

 President chairing the council meeting  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fire Safety Asia Conference 

Fire Safety & Emergency Management—The Way 

Forward 

10-12 September 2014 Singapore Expo Hall 1B 

 

IFE Supports FISAC.  16 PDU points for FSE 

Members who are keen to attend the seminars and want to know the details and cost 

of the seminars, you can access IFE Singapore webpage to view or download the full 

brochure  
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REVISIONS TO HOUSEHOLD SHELTERS TCHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 

2012   ref: CD/FSSD/12/02/03/01 dated 11 July 2014 

 

In Nov 2013, a review study by an inter-agency work group to provide greater flexi-

bility in the design of household shelters (HS) was completed and two main proposals 

were presented and accepted by MHA, SCDF and BCA co-led to establish the techni-

cal requirements for these proposals. The first proposal is on design options for HS 

with shielding walls as permissible variations for setback distance requirements, and 

the second proposal is to allow for smaller HS area for dwelling units with gross floor 

area (GFA) ≤ 38 sq m. 

  

SCDF has also received many waiver applications on the provision of water and gas 

risers/ducts within the setback distance envelope of the HS. Approval has been 

granted for these risers/ducts to abut or to be located within the setback distance enve-

lope of the HS walls (without HS door) provided that the design of the risers/ducts 

wall openings at the roof level comply with the details as shown in Annex C. 

  

As part of the review, SCDF note that the existing Table 2.3.1(a) and Table 2.3.1 (b) 

of the Technical Requirements for HS should strictly apply for a house or flat with 

storey height up to 4000mm. For storey heights above 4000mm, the HS wall thick-

ness corresponding to the setback distance of the HS wall is tabulated in Annex D. 

The tables in Annex D will supersede Tables 2.3.1 (a) and (b). 

  

The SCDF circular on the above matter is available in CORENET-e-Info: http://

www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo. These changes shall take immediate effect from the date 

of this circular. 

 

For any inquiry or clarification, please contact MAJ Ang Guan Hong at Tel: 

68481478 

  

FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREAs 

(OFAs) ref: CD/FSSD/12/02/03/01 dated 31 July 2014 

 

SCDF has recently reviewed its fire safety circular (reference FSR 6:2011) on the fire 

safety requirements for Outdoor Refreshment Areas (ORAs) in consultation with the 

F&B associations and relevant government agencies. The revised requirements 

(reference FSR 6: 2014) are shown in the attached. This FSR shall take effect from 31 

Jan 2015. 

  

The SCDF circular (ref: CD/FSSD/12/02/03/01 dated 6 March 2014) on the above 

matter is available in CORENET-e-Info: http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo.   

For any inquiry or clarification, please contact CPT Yam Yeow Kiat at DID: 

68481418 or e-mail address YAM_Yeow_Kiat@scdf.gov.sg.  

 

For any inquiry or clarification, please contact CPT Yam Yeow Kiat at DID: 

68481418 or e-mail address YAM_Yeow_Kiat@scdf.gov.sg.  

The soft copy is avail-

able in CORENET-e-

Info: http://

www.corenet.gov.sg/

einfo. 

http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo
http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo
http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo
mailto:YAM_Yeow_Kiat@scdf.gov.sg
mailto:YAM_Yeow_Kiat@scdf.gov.sg
http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo
http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo
http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo
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WIN a NTUC Shopping Voucher of $20 by 

answering the following question correctly. 

Q: What is wrong with the hydrant installation? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Please send your answer, together with your 

name, membership number and email address by 

15 Sep 2014, to ifespore@singnet.com.sg, with 

the subject heading as “Hydrant Contest”.  The 

first correct entry will win a prize. 

Write to us and Win!  Got an interesting article to share?  

Please send your article to the Editor at ife-

spore@singnet.com.sg.  If your article get to be published, 

you will win a NTUC $20 shopping voucher.  Please in-

clude your full name, membership grade and contact de-

tails. 

Best Wishes from The Management Council 

The IFE offers: 

 Professional status for its members 

 Enhance career prospects 

 Continuing professional development 

opportunities 

 Free subscription to the International 

Fire Professional Journal 

 Educational and career progression 

through a range of accredited 

examinations 

 A voice in national and international 

debate on issues affecting fire 

management 

 Unparalleled opportunities to network 

with fellow professionals worldwide 

 Sponsorship opportunities for higher 

education and research  grants 

 Impartial, friendly advice on how to 

become an Engineering Technician, 

Incorporated Engineer or Chartered 

Engineer. 


