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         NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2008 
 

VISIT TO TAIPEI 
 

The President and the Council paid a visit to 
the Chinese Society of Fire Safety & Disaster 
Management (FSFS&DM) in Taipei on 16 & 
17 Nov 2008. The group was overwhelmed by 
their hospitality of the President of 
CSFS&DM and the Commissioner of the 
Taipe Fire Department.  The great rapport and 
excellent relationship between IFE Singapore 
and their Taipei counterparts went a long way 
back, and it seemed like a reunion of sorts for 
the more seasoned council members, who also 
went a long way back. 

The Singapore group visited the Taipei City 
Fire Department Disaster Management 
Education Hall, where they got to experience 
varying magnitude of earthquakes and 
typhoons in their simulation chambers. The 
group was told that most deaths in residence is 
not from home fire but carbon monoxide 
poisoning from their hot water heaters. Since 
this concerns the public life and safety, it 
became the purview of the Fire Department & 
Disaster Department. 

Next, it was a visit to the Taipei City Fire 
Department Operation center at Xin Yi. There, 
the group get to see what happened when 

someone dialed 112 (Taipei's equivalent of our 
995). The center is manned by more than 10 
personnel, including a doctor. All the 
department's vehicles are tracked by GPS and 
the ones closest to the scene of fire or disaster 
can be deployed immediately. 

IFE also met with councilors and chairpersons 
of various fire safety organizations for lunch 
to exchange experience and practices. The 
session was very enlightening and saw very 
similar practices between Taipei and 
Singapore.  

After lunch, the group got to visit Taipei 101, 
which is the tallest building in the world, for 
the time being.  They were accompanied by 
the Head of the Building Plan Approval, who 
gave a detailed account of the type of fire 
protection system in the building. One 
interesting feature is the use of water monitors 
at the atrium. Cameras are located at strategic 
locations and the monitors can be controlled 
remotely to direct the water to the seat of the 
fire. There are fire shutters and drenchers 
around the atrium to form a barrier to prevent 
fire spread. 
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Fire safety systems aside, the Taipei 101 
building construction is very unique in that 
there is a concrete sphere sited at the top most 
floor of the building. This sphere is supported 
on various hydraulic arms which can counter 

the building movement due to its extensive 
height.  

Below are some of the photographs of the 
visit. Pictures can paint a thousand words.  

 

 

Members at Taipei Hotel 

 

Taipei 101, the tallest building in Taiwan 

 

Fire Safety Museum 

 

Presentation of plaque to Mr Chao Kang 

 

Aerial View from the top floor of Taipei 101 

 

Taipei Fire Dept Ambulance Department 
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CHINA FIRE 2008 

 
The IFE delegation comprising 23 members 
and their families departed for Beijing on 27 
Oct. 08. Upon arrival at the airport, we were 
greeted by representative of our host (CFPA, 
China Fire Protection Association) who had 
provided transport to ferry us to our hotel. 
  
The next morning, our delegation attended the 
opening ceremony of China Fire 2008 which 
was opened by the Vice Minister of Public 
Security of the PRC. The exhibition covered 
four main halls with open static displays of 
fire appliances. The Co-operative of SCDF 
Employees (Cosem) also participated in the 
exhibition. 
  
In the afternoon, we were invited to visit a 
factory manufacturing impulse guns in China. 
Members got to try hand-on the firing of 
impulse gun. 
  
The grand dinner was held in the same 
evening at YunLong Hotel. Our delegation 
had the opportunities to meet up with our 
counterparts from many countries, including 
China, USA, France, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 

Macau, Indonesia, Malaysia, Germany, 
Australia, Japan, Korea and others. We were 
also entertained by an enchanting performance 
of a Mongolian Dance Troop. 
  
One of the focus for this trip was to visit the 
Beijing Olympia Stadiums.  Again, the 
host accorded us with special arrangement to 
enter the Bird’s Nest and Ice Cube using 
special passages together with other 
international delegations.  Unfortunately, there 
was little time for us to get to know better the 
fire safety designs of these unique structures. 
After this visit, we all sat down at a seminar 
where the China officials presented to us the 
happening and aftermath of the devastating 
WenChuan earthquake.  
  
There were still enough time for some 
members to climb the Great Wall of China and 
to shop around at the famous XiuShui 
shopping centre for their favorite copy 
products before we returned to Singapore on 
31 Oct. 08 to conclude our 5 day stay in 
Beijing.

 

 
 

Members at China Fire 2008 Exhibition 
 

 
 

At the ‘Bird’s Nest’ 

 

FIRE ASIA 2009 
 
IFE Singapore is planning to organise a trip to 
Hong Kong to coincide with Fire Asia 2009, a 

seminar and fire exhibition which is organised 
by our counterpart in Hong Kong. 
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The event will take place from 9 Feb 09 to 11 
Feb 09 with a technical visit on 12 Feb 08. 
  
The Jetstar’s website offers the lowest airfare 
in town. Its return air fare including taxes is 
$256 per pax but the fare may change at the 
time of booking.  Members who are interested 
would have to book their own air travel 
on the flight time schedule appended below, or 
any other dates to suit their personal 
preference. 
  
8 Feb 09 (Sunday) Sin/HK  3K691  0640/1025 
12 Feb 09 (Thur) HK/Sin 3K696 2015/2350  
  
The program in Hong Kong will be as follows: 
8 Feb 09 (Sun) - Arrive Hong Kong, transfer 
to Shenzhen for overnight accommodation 
9 Feb 09 (Mon) - Depart from Shenzhen hotel 
in the morning to Hong Kong's Exhibition 
Center to attend the opening ceremony of Fire 
Asia 2009 and exhibition. Return to Shenzhen 
in the afternoon  

10 Feb 09 (Tue) – Visit to Guangzhou Fire 
Protection Association / Guangzhou Fire Dept 
(yet to confirm) 
11 Feb 09 (Wed.) - Free and easy in Shenzhen 
12 Feb 09 (Thur) - Transfer from Shenzhen to 
Hong Kong International Airport for home 
flight.  
  
IFE will help to book your hotel in Shenzhen 
(ChangPing area).  Hotel rate there is about 
RMB350 per night, single occupancy (3 to 4 
times cheaper than hotel in HongKong). 
Members need to pay separately for hotel and 
local transport. 
  
If any members would like to participate in the 
3 day seminar, the registration fee is 
HK$3,600. You may download the details of 
the seminar from www.fireasia2009.com 
  
Please inform the secretariat Mrs. Chan if you 
are interested to join in the visit to Hong Kong 
& Shenzhen latest by end of this year. 

 

COURSE ON SERVICING & MAINTENANCE OF FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

 
The 10th run of the Course on Servicing & 
Maintenance of Fire Extinguishers will be 
held from 16th–24th Feb 2009 jointly with 
NTUC LearningHub Pte Ltd 
 
Course commencement date :  16th Feb 2009 
Duration:  6 evenings 6.30pm to 9.30pm 
 
Venue:     16th Feb, 17th  Feb & 23rd Feb 2009 
     Centre for Employability Scheme 
                NTUC Learning Hub 
                141 Redhill Road  

    Singapore 158828 
 

    19th  Feb, 20th Feb & 24th  Feb 2009 
     32 Ang Mo Kio Industrial Park 2 
     #07-06 Sing Industrial Complex 
                 Singapore 569510 
 
Course fee:  $475.00 for IFE Member 
                    $505.00 for Non-Member 
Maximum Class Size: 20 
Please fill up the application form on Pg 8 and 
return it together with payment to the IFE  
Secretariat.   As  there  will be limited places, 
allocation will be on a first-come-first-served 
basis. 
 

GOLFING IN DOWNUNDER 
 
Calling all IFE golfing enthusiasts.  The Social 
Committee is planning a 4 days 3 nights trip to 
Perth in May 2009, which will include 
Saturday & Sunday.  Please let us know if you 

are interested by completing the attached 
response slip.  We will release information, 
once we receive your response. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 
Our Institution would like to welcome the following new member whose application for the Member 
grade have been approved by IFE UK: - 
 

1 Mr John Loh Foh Wah 
 
 

FSSD CIRCULARS 
 
 

 
Our Ref: CD/FSSD/12/01/03/04                                                                              DID: 68481407 
                                                                                                                                  FAX: 68481493 
 
5 Dec 2008  
 
 
Dear Sir/Mdm  
 
FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR TEMPORARY WORKERS’ QUARTERS IN 
UNCOMPLETED PERMANENT BUILDINGS ON CONSTRUCTION SITES  
 

In view of current shortage of workers’ dormitory to accommodate foreign workers, SCDF 
has formulated the attached fire safety requirements to allow the use of uncompleted permanent 
building(s) on construction site to house those foreign workers working within the same site.  
 
2.  This set of fire safety requirements was drafted to facilitate the ease of converting the 
uncompleted permanent buildings on construction sites to workers’ quarters without compromising 
the fire safety. SCDF has sought inputs and comments from The Singapore Contractors Association 
Ltd (SCAL) and members of the FSSD Standing Committee during the formulation of these fire 
safety requirements.  
 
3.  This circular shall take immediate effect. Please convey the contents of this circular to 
members of your Institution/Association/ Board. The circular is also available in CORENET-e-Info: 
http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo.  
 
4.  For any inquiry or clarification, please contact Maj Choh Choon Jin at tel. no. 68481454 or 
email address Choh_Choon_Jin@scdf.gov.sg.  

Yours faithfully,  

 
(transmitted via e-mail)  
Poon Keng Soon  
Secretary, FSSD Standing Committee  
for Commissioner  
Singapore Civil Defence Force 
 
Attachment is available upon request.  
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CD/FSSD/12/01/04/04/02                               DID: 68481407 
                                                                                                                                  FAX: 68481493 
26 November 2008 
 
Dear Sir/Mdm 
 
DUCTLESS JET FAN SYSTEM IN CAR PARKS 
 

SCDF has been receiving an increasing number of plans pertaining to the use of ductless jet 
fan system in basement car parks as an alternative to the conventional smoke purging system. Its 
design is classified as performance-based. As there is no official document to govern its design, the 
fire safety engineers (FSEs) usually seek consultation with the SCDF. 
 
2.  Therefore, in order to facilitate the design of the jet fan system, SCDF has developed a set of 
requirements on its use (please see attached). Please note that there were some changes made to the 
requirements that were presented at the recent FSSD seminar in October 2008 (e.g. hot smoke test is 
mandatory instead of optional). 
 
3.  With these prescribed requirements, a FSE, PE (Mechanical) or PE [Electrical (up to PE 
Registration No. 1311)] can undertake its design. The plans submission procedures will be similar to 
that of a standard prescriptive plans submission to SCDF. As such, the engagement of Peer 
Reviewer, submission of Fire Engineering Design Brief, Fire Engineering Report and Peer 
Reviewer’s Report are not required. 
 
4.  In addition, the inspection of such completed works can be undertaken by a Registered 
Inspector (RI) who is a FSE or PE (Mechanical) or PE [Electrical (up to PE Reg No. 1311)]. 
 
5.  This circular shall take immediate effect. For FSEs who have submitted their Fire 
Engineering Design Briefs (FEDB) or had previously consulted SCDF on the design approach 
(consultation letter to be produced as evidence) prior to the date of this circular, they will continue 
with the existing Performance-Based (PB) plans submission process and proceed with the design 
approach that has been previously agreed with SCDF. 
 
6.  We appreciate it if you could convey the contents of this circular to your members. The 
circular is also available for viewing in CORENET-einfo: http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo and 
SCDF internet website – http://www.scdf.gov.sg/. 
 
7.  For enquiry or clarification, please contact Mr Heng Chai Liang at DID 68481452. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
(transmitted via e-mail) 
 
Poon Keng Soon 
Secretary, FSSD Standing Committee 
for Commissioner 
Singapore Civil Defence Force 
 
 
Attachment is available upon request 
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CD/FSSD/12/01/04/04/02                                                                                       DID: 68481407 
                                                                                                                                 FAX: 68481493 
27 November 2008 
 
Dear Sir/Mdm 
 
DESIGN FIRE SIZE FOR CALCULATION OF SMOKE VENTILATION 
SYSTEM IN INDUSTRIAL PREMISES 
 

Currently, clause 7.6.3 in the Fire Code states that the capacity of the engineered smoke 
control system shall be calculated based on the incidence of a likely maximum fire size for a 
sprinkler controlled fire. The recommended fire sizes for buildings of purpose groups IV (office), V 
(shop) and VII (place of public resort) are stated in the Fire Code. However, for occupancies other 
than the above, the maximum fire size is to be determined by the Qualified Person (QP) who designs 
the engineered smoke control system. 
 
2.  SCDF has thus received many consultation requests from QPs on the fire size in terms of heat 
output and perimeter of fire that is to be used to calculate the capacity of the smoke ventilation 
system for purpose groups VI (factory) and VIII (storage). 
 
3.  In view of the above, a set of requirements is attached to facilitate the calculation of fire size 
for sprinklered industrial premises without in-rack sprinklers. Its scope is also limited to the design 
of smoke ventilation system based on clause 7.6 of the Fire Code (i.e. prescriptive-based approach). 
For the small number of industrial premises which do not fall within the scope of the requirements, 
e.g. presence of in-rack sprinklers, the QP is advised to seek consultation with the SCDF. 
 
4.  The determination of fire size involves the application of relatively straightforward fire 
engineering principles. As such, while SCDF would prefer a Fire Safety Engineer (FSE) to undertake 
this task, it has no objection if a PE (Mechanical) deems himself or herself to be sufficiently 
competent to undertake this task. If the FSE undertakes this task, the information on the fire size is to 
be certified by the FSE and furnished to the PE (Mechanical), who designs the smoke ventilation 
system, via a letter and supporting documents (in justifying the fire size). For administrative purpose, 
the letter and supporting documents are to be submitted together with the plans to the SCDF for 
approval. 
 
5.  This circular shall take immediate effect. We appreciate it if you could convey the contents of 
this circular to your members. The circular is also available for viewing in CORENET-
einfo:http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo and SCDF internet website – http://www.scdf.gov.sg/. 
 
6.  For enquiry or clarification, please contact Mr Heng Chai Liang at DID 68481452. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
(transmitted via e-mail) 
Poon Keng Soon 
Secretary, FSSD Standing Committee 
for Commissioner 
Singapore Civil Defence Force 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Fire Extinguisher Servicing & Maintenance Course 

 16th – 24th February 2009  (6.30 pm – 9.30 pm) 
(Closing Date: 10th February 2008) 

 
The Institution of Fire Engineers 
Singapore Branch 
89 Short Street #02-15, Golden Wall Centre 
Singapore 188216 
 
I am interested in enrolling for the Fire Extinguisher Servicing & Maintenance Course.  Enclosed is 
my cheque ____________________ for the sum of $475.00, made payable to “THE INSTITUTION 
OF FIRE ENGINEERS”. 
 
Signature: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name:      ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Company: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Company: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
NRIC/Passport No: ____________________   *Citizenship _______________________________ 
 
Date of Birth: ___________________ Sex: ___________  Marital Status: ___________________ 
 
Tel No:     __________________ (O)  ____________________ (HP) __________________ (Fax) 
 
Membership No: _________________  E-mail address: _________________________________ 
 
*  For non-Singaporeans, a copy of the employment pass/work permit must be submitted 
    with the application. 

 

 
The President 

and 
Council Members 

Wish 
all Members 

Merry Christmas 
And 

a Happy New Year 2009 
and 

all Chinese Members 
Gong Xi Fa Cai 

 
 


