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In the early years, the Civil Service relied on IFE 

examinations to qualify and select their fire offi-

cers for promotions. By 1970s, there were suffi-

cient qualified IFE members, and the members 

saw a need to establish a Singapore Branch to ad-

minister to the needs of local members. With the 

establishment of the Singapore Branch, the ad-

ministration of the IFE exams could be handled 

locally. The formation of the local branch would 

also allow half of the members’ annual subscrip-

tions to be retained and used for the administration 

of the local branch. 
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Main Highlights 

Signing of MOU with FSMAS 

IFE Members Night 

IFE had signed an MOU with Fire Safety Man-

agers’ Association (Singapore)  on 14 October 

2015, which coincide with their Silver Jubilee 

Dinner which was held at the Sheraton Towers 

Hotel. The signing ceremony was witnessed by 

the Commissioner of SCDF, Eric Yap and the 

200 members of the FSMAS who were present. 

The annual Members’ Night was held on 7 Nov 

2014 at the Grand Park City Hall Hotel, and in-

cluded the golfers from the 2nd networking golf 

which was held earlier on in the afternoon. 

There was a good turn-out, with about 90 per-

sons in attendance. Members who attended were 

given an IFE polo T-shirt as their door gift. 

IFE NEWS 

Reported by : Mr Chan Thai Ho 

Vice President giving away lucky draw prizes 

 President signing the MOU with FSMAS 



 

 

As Singapore is going to celebrate its 50th anniversary next year, Singapore 

remembers the pioneer generation and their toil, hard work and sacrifices 

that had made nation as it is today. IFE will also be celebrating its 40th year 

in 2015,and would like to take a journey back in time to get to know how the 

IFE Singapore Branch was first mooted. IFE has the privilege of a senior 

member in the Council, and below is an interview with Mr Chan Thai Ho 

FIFireE, on the IFE’s formation . 
  

How and why was the Singapore Branch of IFE formed 

In the early years, the Civil Service relied on IFE examinations to qualify 

and select their fire officers for promotions. By 1970s, there were sufficient 

qualified IFE members, and the members saw a need establish a Singapore 

Branch to administer to the needs of local members. With the establishment 

of the Singapore Branch, the administration of the IFE exams could be han-

dled locally. The formation of the local branch would also allow half of the 

members’ annual subscriptions to be retained and used for the administration 

of the local branch. 

Who was in the first Management Committee 
In 1974, a pro-tem committee was formed, and held its first meeting in 191B 

Goldhill Plaza, Thomson Road, with administrative support provided by IFE 

(UK) member Mr Chan Thai Ho. The pro tem committee  consisted of the 

following pioneer members: 

 

 G Dayaram   pro tem President 

 Loh Kah Loon Esq  pro tem Vice President 

 Sim Thian Heng Esq  pro tem Secretary 

 Tan Jin Thong Esq  pro tem Treasurer 

 Han Jin Phong Esq  pro tem Member 

 Tan Soon Huat Esq  pro tem Member 

 Foo Chuan Pow Esq  pro tem Member 
 

On 28th  December 1974, at a meeting of the pro tem committee, it was the 

consensus of the committee that the IFE Singapore Branch should be formed 

without delay. IFE (UK) was informed of the same. Submission for the IFE 

(UK) Singapore Branch was made with the Registrar of Society and was ap-

proved on 7th April 1975. 

Mr E.H. Whitaker, the President of IFE (UK) consented the inauguration of 

the Singapore Branch of the IFE during his visit to Singapore, and that hap-

pened on 10th April 1975 at the Imperial Oberoi Hotel at 1 Jalan Rumbia, 

Singapore 9. All the members were invited to attend the inauguration, which 

was an important event the in history of IFE (UK) Singapore Branch. 

 

The History of IFE (UK) Singapore Branch                          By:  Mr Chan Thai  Ho 
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In the early 

years, the Civil 

Service relied on 

IFE examinations 

to qualify and 

select their fire 

officers for 

promotions.” 



 

IFE had signed an MOU with 

Fire Safety Managers’ Asso-

ciation (Singapore)  on 14 

October 2014, which coincide 

with their Silver Jubilee anni-

versary which was held at 

Sheraton Towers Hotel. The 

signing ceremony was wit-

nessed by the Commissioner 

of SCDF, Eric Yap and over 

200 members and guests. 

MOU with FSMAS      By:  K Ramanathan 

Page 3 Continued from page 2 

  The signing 

ceremony was 

witnessed by the 

Commissioner of 

SCDF, Eric Yap 

The objective of the MOU is 

to provide cooperation in 

pooling expertise and re-

sources from both institutions 

to develop capabilities and 

specialist skills in fire safety, 

emergency response, crisis 

management and risk manage-

ment for the mutual benefit of 

its members from both asso-

ciations. 

Compare the Singapore Branch of to-

day and before. 
Today, the fire officers are no longer required 

to sit for the IFE examinations for additional 

qualifications required for their promotions. 

Over the years, the local Branch of IFE (UK) 

has extended its umbrella to encompass many 

other professionals beyond the initial Fire 

service members. Today IFE’s membership 

consists of a variety of professionals ranging 

from fire consultants, fire protection engi-

neers, fire safety engineers, fire safety man-

agers, fire systems suppliers and installers, 

etc. and not limited to past and current mem-

bers of the Singapore Fire Service. 

Walking down memory lanes... 



 

That evening, the President 

launched the new IFE website 

at the start of the dinner. He 

encouraged members to make 

use of the forum in the web-

site to pen their comments and 

exchange ideas. 

Members were entertained 

with games, “girlie” show and 

magic show. It was interesting 

to note that  our members 

were ever so sporting and their  

active participation in many of 

the games livened that night’s 

atmosphere, and brought 

laughter to all that night. 

Lucky draws were conducted 

at intervals during the dinner 

and this had kept everyone in 

anticipation of more to come. 

Some members even com-

mented that the IFE Members’ 

Night are getting better, and 

better that it was more enter-

taining and fun, and they look 

forward to the same next year.  

IFE 2nd Golf Networking Game      

IFE Members Night         by: Editor 
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“IFE Members’ 

Night are getting 

better  and 

better every 

year” 

IFE held its 2nd golf networking session on 7 

Nov 2014. The game was held in Marina Bay 

Golf course and saw a total of 10 flights par-

ticipating for this event. The day started off 

with fair sky in the morning. If the weather 

continued to hold up for the whole day, it 

would be a perfect day for golf. However, the 

skies were not on our side, and it started to 

pour after the first group was trying to tee off 

from their 2nd tee. The rain stopped half an 

hour later, and after that, there was a delay of 

half an hour for the course to drain.  

Many of the later flights did not manage to 

finish as the rain came again at 6pm. Most 

golfers had to pack up, and adjourned to the 

dinner which was held in conjunction with the 

IFE members night. 

The annual Members’ Night 

was held on 7 Nov 2014 at the 

Grand Park City Hall Hotel, 

and included the golfers from 

the networking golf which 

was held earlier on in the af-

ternoon. There was a good 

turn-out, with about 90 in at-

tendance. Members who at-

tended were given an IFE polo 

T-shirt as their door gift. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS               By:  Koh Soon Chuang 
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“The visit is aimed 

at keeping 

members abreast 

with new 

development and 

technologies used 

in the protection of 

our first Rock 

Cavern. 

 Technical visit to Jurong Rock Cavern  

The Branch will be organizing 

a Technical Visit to the Jurong 

Rock Cavern  on 9 January 

2015.   The visit is aimed at 

keeping members abreast with 

new development and tech-

nologies used in the protection 

of our first Rock Cavern. 

As space is limited, the visit is 

restricted to only 25 persons. 
 

 Workshops for Fire safety Engineers  

The Branch will be conducting a 2 day fire safety workshop  

for fire safety engineers entitled  Fire Safety Engineering As-

sessments—A Risk Based Approach from the 26th to the 27th 

March 2015. 

 

One of the objectives of the workshop will be to discuss the 

fire risk analysis and mitigation process from a fire safety engi-

neering perspective.  This will include the development of a 

performance based alternative solution comprising active and 

passive fire safety systems and management measures to sup-

port them. 

 

The workshop will be conducted in an interactive format. The 

case study information will be forwarded to the participants 

prior to the workshop in order to familiarise them with the hy-

pothetical project and enable them to prepare for the workshop. 

 

The workshop will be conducted by Mr Mahmut B. N. 

Horasan from  Scientific  Fire Services, Australia. 

In conjunction with Fire Asia 2015, to be held from 3rd to 6 February 2015, the 

Branch will be organising a Social Visit to Hong Kong and Zuhai.  As part of 

the social visit programme members will be visiting the Fire Asia Exhibition 

and followed by golf games and shopping activities.  Details of the visit will be 

published in our website when it is finalised. 

 



 

SCDF Circulars 
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 25 Sep 2014 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRUCTURAL EUROCODES FOR FIRE 

SAFETY  

 

The Building and Construction Authority (BCA) is mandating the use of the Structural 

Eurocodes (SS EN) to replace the British Standards (BS) as the design standard for 

structural plan submission with effect from 1 Apr 2015. With the switchover to Euro-

codes in Apr 2015, the relevant Qualified Persons (QPs) need to be trained on the as-

pect of structural fire design.  

 

2. To prepare them in making plans submission relating to structural fire protection 

before the implementation of the Structural Eurocodes, a 2-day course on 17 and 18 

Nov 2014 has been prepared. This course will include actions on structures exposed to 

fire (EC1 Part 1-2), Structural Fire Design on Concrete Structures (EC2 Part 1-2), 

Structural Fire Design on Steel Structures (EC3 Part 1-2), and Design of Composite 

Steel and Concrete Structures (EC4 part 1-2). Additional runs of this course can be 

conducted in early Jan 2015 if necessary. Details can be found on SCDF website: 

http://www.scdf.gov.sg and available in CORENET-e-info: http://

www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo.  

 

3. For any inquiry or clarification, please contact MAJ Chong Kim Yuan at Tel: 

68481476 or email address Chong_kim_yuan @ scdf.gov.sg.  

 

“IFE (UK) 

Singapore Branch 
is celebrating 

40yrs Anniversary 
in April 2015” 

The Institution of Fire Engineers (UK) Singapore Branch is 
celebrating its 4oth Anniversary on 27 March 2015!  Should 

you want to send any good wishes to the  Branch,  or  
volunteer your services to the committee organising the 40th 

Anniversary celebration, you can write to the  
Executive Secretary at: 
ifespore@singnet.com.sg. 

UPCOMING EVENTS   

1975 to 2015 



 

SCDF Circulars 
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1 Oct 2014 

 

FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR USE OF PLASTICS IN BUILDING 

CONSTRUCTION  

 

Clause 3.15.14 of the Fire Code1 currently prohibits the use of plastics2 for building 

construction. SCDF has recently undertaken a review and has developed a set of fire 

safety requirements (reference FSR 10:2014) to facilitate the use of plastics for build-

ing construction.  

 

2. Qualified Persons (QPs) who intend to use plastics for wall, ceiling, roof covering, 

floor and related finishes3 shall ensure that the use of plastics meet the requirements 

stated in the FSR. QPs will also need to ensure that these plastic materials are listed 

in accordance with the requirements of the Product Listing Scheme (PLS) before they 

can be used, except for plastic floor finishes where the listing requirement will only 

take effect from 1 Apr 2015.  

 

3. This FSR shall take effect from 1 Oct 2014, and will supersede the earlier SCDF 

circulars on the use of plastics dated 27 Aug 2012, 7 Feb 2013 and 31 May 2013.  

  

5. For any clarification on the requirements for use of plastics, please contact MAJ 

Tong Hong Haey at DID: 68481448 (e-mail address: tong_hong_haey@scdf.gov.sg) 

or Mr Pang Tong Teck at DID: 68481403 (e-mail address: 

pang_tong_teck@scdf.gov.sg).  

 

 13 Nov 2014 

 
PERMITTING SERVICES WITHIN FIRE-RATED DRY CONSTRUCTION 

IN BUILDINGS  

 

Clause 3.3 of the prevailing fire code stipulates that fire-rated dry construction for 

wall, floor, ceiling, column or beam in a building shall be tested to achieve the requi-

site fire resistance rating. The test is carried out without services within it such as 

electrical cables, gas pipes and chilled water pipes, as these services are combustible 

and will undermine the fire integrity and insulation of the dry construction under fire 

conditions.  

 

2) To facilitate industry needs, SCDF has reviewed this requirement and permits the 

incorporation of services within dry wall construction, subject to the conditions 

specified in Annex A of this circular. This circular shall take immediate effect.  

3) The installation of services within dry wall construction for on-going building pro-

jects is permitted provided such installations comply with the requirements in Annex 

A within 6 months from the date of issuance of this circular. This is to facilitate test-

ing and listing of the product.  

4) For any inquiry or clarification on this subject, please contact Mr Pang Tong Teck 

at DID: 68481403 or E-mail: Pang_Tong_Teck@scdf.gov.sg.  

 

“Fire Safety 

Requirements for 

Use of Plastics in 

Building 

Construction” 
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Congratulations to Mohamed Nizam Agil for pro-

viding the correct answer to the last contest. You 

have won a $20 NTUC voucher  

 

WIN a NTUC Shopping Voucher of $20 by an-

swering the following question correctly. 

Q: What is wrong with the sprinkler installa-

tion? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Please send your answer, together with your 

name, membership number and email address by 

30 Dec 2014, to ifespore@singnet.com.sg, with 

the subject heading as “IFE Contest”.  The first 

correct entry will win a prize. 

Write to us and Win!  Got an interesting article to share?  

Please send your article to the Editor at  

ifespore@singnet.com.sg.  If your article get to be pub-

lished, you will win a NTUC $20 shopping voucher.  

Please include your full name, membership grade and 

contact details. 

Best Wishes from The Management Council 

The IFE offers: 

 Professional status for its members 

 Enhance career prospects 

 Continuing professional development 

opportunities 

 Free subscription to the International 

Fire Professional Journal 

 Educational and career progression 

through a range of accredited 

examinations 

 A voice in national and international 

debate on issues affecting fire 

management 

 Unparalleled opportunities to network 

with fellow professionals worldwide 

 Sponsorship opportunities for higher 

education and research  grants 

 Impartial, friendly advice on how to 

become an Engineering Technician, 

Incorporated Engineer or Chartered 

Engineer. 


