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I 
FE 41st AGM was held on 27 March 2015 at the Novotel Singapore at 

Clarke Quay. A total of 58 members attended and was chaired by Mr 

Azmi Adam, our 3rd President.  In his maiden speech to address the 

AGM he gave an update of the several activities and new initiatives that 

the Council had embarked on in the year 2014. Of significance is the Mainte-

nance of Fire Protection systems course which was conducted through a peri-

od of about 3 months. This course will be the IFE’s *2nd ‘signature course’ 

and the second run is scheduled to start from 4th May 2015.  Another is the 

revamp of the IFE website, which feature a new look and was made more 

user friendly. 
* the first ‘signature course’ is the Certificate of Competency in the Servicing and Mainte-

nance of Fire Extinguishers 
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IFE Singapore  

41st Annual General Meeting  

IFE NEWS 

Presentation of Badges of 

office at the  

40th Anniversary Dinner 

that follows after the 

AGM. 



 

I 
FE Singapore Branch celebrated its 40th anniversary this year, and is a 

milestone achievement for the Institution. A dinner was held immedi-

ately after the AGM so as to allow more members to come together to 

commemorate the event. 

 

As part of the 40th Anniversary Dinner, we have invited IFE International 

President Mr Neil Gibbins to grace this occasion. We were also honoured by 

the presence of council members of IFEM, who drove down from Kuala 

Lumpur for this occasion. Other distinguished guest includes the President of 

the Fire Safety Managers Association of Singapore (FSMAS). 

 

At the dinner, Mr. Neil Gibbins presented Mr. Azmi Adam with the Badge 

of Office as the 3rd President of IFE Singapore. Our Immediate Past Presi-

dent, Mr Tan Jin Thong, also received his Past President badge of office. 

 

Members and guests of the 40th Anniversary Dinner were given specially 

designed Nets flash card as door gifts. Everyone left that evening with some-

thing that they remember the celebrations with. It was awesome. 

IFE Singapore 40th Anniversary Dinner 
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Everyone left that 

evening with 

something that 

they remember the 

celebrations with. 

It was awesome. 
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There was 

plenty of 

interaction 

amongst the 

participants as 

they were 

made to form 

discussion 

groups.   

 

T he risk based practical approach workshop on Fire Safety Engineering 

assessment was held on 26 to 27 March 2015 at Novotel Clark Quay 

Hotel. It was conducted by Mr Mahmut Horasan from the Scientific Fire Services 

Pty Ltd, Melbourne Australia, whom many of our local fire safety engineers are 

very familiar with. 

 

He introduced the various tools that may be adopted to conduct fire risk assess-

ments which can either be qualitative and quantitative, and can include fault tree 

analysis, event trees, etc. He also showed the participants fire statistics from other 

countries and how these can be used to form the basis of the risk matrix. 

 

There was plenty of interaction amongst the participants as they were made to 

form discussion groups. These discussion groups lead to several lively exchange 

of opinions between the groups and with the trainer. 

Participants taking a group photo with the  trainer, Mr Mahmut Horasan 
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  “It is a great thing 

that the new 

Council had done to 

design and produce 

the Badge of Office 

for IFE Singapore.” 

Mr Tan Jin Thong 
Past President 

A 
t the last AGM cum 40th Anniversary Dinner Mr. Neil Gibbins, the Interna-

tional President, presented Mr. Azmi bin Adam with the Badge of Office as 

the 3rd President of IFE Singapore. Our Immediate Past President, Mr Tan 

Jin Thong, also received his Past President badge of office.  In line with the IFE tra-

dition, the badges of office are presented to the newly elected President.  The Badge 

of Office of the President will be passed on to the newly elected President when his 

terms of office expires.  The Past President Badge of Office is presented to the out-

going President as a form of recognition and appreciation for his service as the Presi-

dent of the IFE.  

President’s Badge 

Past President’s Badge 

Red and white back rep-

resenting Singapore 

national colours 
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The conference 

was well 

attended with 

more than 1000 

delegates from 

many parts of 

the globe. 

 

 

 

 

International Fire Conference and Exhibition Malaysia (IFCEM)            

A  delegation of 4 

council members 

and 3 ordinary members at-

tended the International Fire 

Conference and Exhibition 

Malaysia (IFCEM) at the 

Putra World Trade Centre, 

Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 

from the 5th to 7th May 

2015. 

The delegation, led by the 

President of IFE Singapore, 

left Singapore in a coach 

from Harbour Front to KL 

on 4th May 2015. 

 

 

 

 

The IFE/

Singapore 

delegates at 

the 2015 

IFCEM 

I FE members from  Singapore, UK and Germany were treated to a sump-

tuous buffet dinner at the KL Tower revolving restaurant by IFE Malaysia 

on 7th May 2015.  The view from the KL Tower was breathtaking. 
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Fire safety 

engineering 

has become a 

much broader 

school. 

Synopsis of Papers presented at IFCEM             

SYNOPSIS 

 

 F ire safety engineering has changed exponentially over the past 100 

years. Members of the Institution of Fire Engineers have focused on 

the science of fire and reducing risk by applying many approaches. There are op-

portunities in the future to integrate the learning and by using modern technolo-

gy, drive down risk further with less cost and greater effectiveness.  

 

 At its inception in 1918, members of the IFE discussed fire engines, 

pumps and building protection. The introduction of building regulations, the 

study of fire development in buildings, and of the reaction of people in buildings 

during emergencies has lead to the term “fire engineer” becoming closely aligned 

to those involved in building fire safety design, and associated systems.  

 

 Fire safety engineering has become a much broader school. Major suc-

cesses have been achieved around the World with regards to reducing fire deaths 

and injuries, applying the concept that prevention is better than cure, risk is being 

engineered out at every stage from design, to occupation, and in the event of an 

emergency occurring. 

 

 This paper will explore opportunities to apply modern technology, and by 

sharing data, intelligence and knowledge across the World, further improvements 

in the fire risk reduction process may be achieved, bring benefit by not only re-

ducing risk but also reducing cost and improving effectiveness. 

 

 A worked example of a partnership representing the whole fire sector, 

looking at fire risk in timber framed buildings will demonstrate the key steps in 

the risk reduction process and identify global differences in standards that are 

most likely built on history rather than scientific analysis. 

 

The presentation will conclude with a forward looking exploration of the poten-

tial application of data gathered by social media and other processes to help re-

Fire Safety Engineering-Strategic Potential., Mr. Neil Gibbins,  

International President, The Institution of Fire Engineers 

I nternational President, Mr Neil Gib-

bins presented a paper entitled “Fire 

safety Engineering —Strategic Potential” 

on the 6th of May, 2nd day of IFCEM.   

The synopsis of Mr Neil Gibbins paper is 

provided below and members can access 

our website at www.ife.org.sg for the full 

papers presented at IFCEM 2015.  
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For mega size 

project, fire 

engineering 

performance-

based design is 

pre requisite 

due to the 

limitation of 

prescriptive 

codes.  

International Fire Conference and Exhibition Malaysia (IFCEM)            

SYNOPSIS 

 

 W ith the ever growing population, modern construction has moved 

towards “Mega” size project in terms of floor space and height. 

Public assembly buildings – for example sports stadiums, exhibition centres and 

multi occupancy risks shopping complexes, some of which encompass city-in-

city concept. Column less open floor spaces housing large departmental stores 

and hundreds of retail stores and 

restaurants; multi-storey hotels, office and residential apartments soaring into the 

sky; underground car parks that can accommodate thousands of motor vehicles 

all pose challenges for mass egress design for modern built environment. Not to 

mention the life safety concern for fire fighters due to deeper, higher and longer 

search and rescue operations into these buildings.   

 

 For mega size project, fire engineering performance-based design is pre 

requisite due to the limitation of prescriptive codes. CFD and zone models are 

often used to preview the potential fire and smoke movement as well as mass 

egress scenario. Basing on horizontal and vertical human empirical data for 

Computational Fluid Dynamic mass evacuation simulations is not realistic if hu-

man behaviours are not taken into consideration. This paper will focus on the im-

pact of human behaviour gender based and response in mass egress process; au-

dibility of fire alarm signals under high ambient noise environment; pre-

movement time and a re-analysis of RSET (Required Safe Egress Time). This 

paper will look at best mass egress strategy for multiple risks occupancy and 

high-rise buildings. 

 

 

Integrating Human Behavior Into Mass Egress Design, Mr Tay Hao Giang, 

Deputy President, IFE Malaysia  

M r. Tay Hao Giang, the Deputy 

President of IFE Malaysia also presented 

a paper entitled “Integrating Human Be-

havior Into Mass Egress Design”  on  6th 

of May, 2nd day of IFCEM.   

The synopsis of Mr Tay paper is provided 

below and members can access our web-

site at www.ife.org.sg for the full papers 

presented at IFCEM 2015.  
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The book prize 

sponsored by 

IFE is aimed at 

encouraging the 

students to 

excel in their 

field of study  

Presentation of Book Prize to Learning Institutions             

P resident attended the Graduation Ceremony for the School of 

Engineering at ITE College West on 13 May 2015.  At the cere-

mony the President gave away the Book Prize, sponsored by IFE, to Mr. 

Muhammad Nabil Nazmi bin Ramlan.  The book prize sponsorship is 

aimed at encouraging the students to excel in their field of study that in-

cludes fire safety engineering and management at the Higher NITEC lev-

el. IFE congratulates the winner  for this year’s IFE Book Prize. 

New Members/Membership News             

CONGRATULATIONS 

The Council is pleased to announce that the following members have been 

upgraded to the grade of Fellow.  Congratulations! 

1. Mr Koh Soon Chuang FIFireE  

2. Mr Loh Eng Choon FIFireE 

3. Mr Mohd Nizam Agil FIFireE 

4. Mr Sin Siang Meng, Ivan FIFireE 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

The Council would like to welcome the following new members to IFE 

Singapore  

 
1. Mr. Ron Fon Ming Chua  

2. Mr. M. Hussain Bagarib 

3. Mr. Lawrence Seng  

4. Mr. Liew Wei Meng 
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L aunch of Singapore Fire Safety Engineering Guidelines  

SCDF Ref: CD/FSSD/12/02/03/01 dated 1 April 2015 

 
 There are currently several reference documents that fire safety engineers (FSEs) may refer to 

when embarking on Performance-Based (PB) fire safety engineering designs. Examples of such documents 

include the  

 

 (i) SFPE Engineering Guide to Performance Based Fire Protection,  

 (ii) BS7974: Application of Fire Safety Engineering principles to the Design of Buildings,  

 iii) ISO 13387: Application of the Fire Performance Concepts to Design Objectives and the  

 (iv) International Fire Engineering Guidelines.  

 

2.  As these documents only serve as a guide, FSEs still frequently consult SCDF on design details 

specific to the project at hand such as determination of appropriate design fire sizes, selection of credible 

fire scenarios and adoption of acceptance criteria for assessment of design outcomes.  

 

3. Therefore, to facilitate the work of the FSEs, a set of guidelines that reflects the local PB landscape 

has been developed by SCDF jointly with the Institution of Engineers Singapore (IES), Association of 

Consulting Engineers (ACES), Institution of Fire Engineers (IFE), Society of Fire Protection Engineers 

(SFPE) and FSEs who volunteered in their individual capacity.   

 

4.  This set of guidelines is referred to as Singapore Fire Safety Engineering Guidelines or SFEG in 

short and can be downloaded from the following link: http://www.scdf.gov.sg/content/scdf_internet/en/

building-professionals/publications_and_circulars.html.  

 

5.  FSEs may reference the SFEG in their PB submissions to SCDF. Please convey the contents of this 

circular to members of your Board / Institution / Association. This circular takes effect from the date of 

issue and is also available in CORENET-e-Info: http://www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo.  

 

6. For any inquiry or clarification on the SFEG, please contact Mr. Nicholas Lee at DID: 68481744 

(Email: Nicholas_Lee@scdf.gov.sg) or Major Chong Kim Yuan at DID: 68481476 (E-mail: 

Chong_Kim_Yuan@scdf.gov.sg.).  

SCDF Circulars 

A ppointment of Competent Persons (CPs) for Super High Rise Residential buildings  

 SCDF Ref: CD/FSSD/12/02/03/01 dated 26 Marc 2015 
 

 A fire occurred in a super high-rise residential building at Marina Bay Suites on 13 Jan 2014 had resulted in loss of 

lives and damages to property. This incident highlighted the need of having personnel with relevant fire safety knowledge to 

handle fire emergencies in such premises.  

 

2. In consultation with Fire Safety Managers’ Association Singapore, Qualified Persons and Registered Inspectors, a 

review was conducted by SCDF. On 4 Feb 2015, the proposal on the appointment of trained Competent Persons (CPs) to un-

dertake fire-safety related duties in super high-rise residential buildings was accepted and incorporated in the Fire Code 2013. 

This requirement applies to both existing and new building owners/MCSTs. Details of the changes are shown in Chapter 9, 

Appendix 8 of Annex A as enclosed.  

 

3. Appointed CPs by building owners/MCSTs shall be trained to formulate fire evacuation procedures, carry out basic 

fire fighting, conduct daily fire safety checks, and all other duties as spelt out in Chapter 9 of the Fire Code.  

   

  .  
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A mendments to the Fire Code 2013 / SCDF Ref: CD/FSSD/12/02/03/01 dated 17 April 2015 
 

 Clause 7.6.24 of the prevailing Fire Code stipulates that smoke ventilation ducts (both exhaust and 

replacement air ducts) shall be of at least 1-hour fire resistance. Where a duct passes through other fire 

compartment of higher rating, the duct shall be constructed to have the rating as that of the compartment. 

The rating shall apply to fire exposure from both internal and external of the duct or structure and the duct 

shall also comply with sub-clause 7.1.1(j).  

 

2. SCDF has received feedback from the building industry on the challenges faced in constructing 

 the 1-hour fire resistance, especially for construction works involving low ceiling height. The SCDF Fire 

Code Review Committee has thus reviewed and revised clause 7.6.24 as follows:  

 

 a. Cl.7.6.24 - Smoke ventilation ducts (both exhaust and replacement air ducts) shall be of at 

 least 1-hour fire resistance. The rating shall apply to fire exposure from both the internal and 

 external of the duct or structure and the duct shall also comply with sub-clause 7.1.1 (j). 

  

 b. Where a duct passes through other fire compartment with higher fire rating, the duct shall be 

 constructed to have fire-rating as that of the compartment. Where a duct is installed in a single fire 

 compartment and does not pass through another compartment, smoke control ducts (both exhaust 

 and replacement air ducts) within that compartment need not comply with  the 1-hour fire  

 resistance requirement subject to the following conditions:  

  

  i. The smoke ventilation ducts (both exhaust and replacement air ducts) are constructed  

  of at least 1.2 mm thick galvanised steel sheet,  

   

  ii. Sprinklers, designed to CP 52, shall be provided above and below the entire length  

  of the ducts (regardless of the duct di mensions) to protect the duct surfaces by effect of  

  water spray through the activated sprinklers.  

   

  iii. The construction and support of the duct shall conform to the appropriate   

  requirements of the duct construction standards contained in ASHRAE Handbook, IHVE  

  Guild books or SMACNA Manuals.  

 

3.  This circular shall take immediate effect and is also available in CORENET-e-Info: http://

www.corenet.gov.sg/einfo.  Please visit the SCDF website should you wish to obtain a copy of the other 

circulars.  

SCDF Circulars 
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W 
IN a NTUC Shopping Voucher of $20 by answering the following 

question correctly. 

 

Q: What is wrong with the sprinkler installation? 
Please send your answer, together with your name, membership number, email address 

by 28 May 2015, to ifespore@singnet.com, with the subject heading as” IFE Contest 

No 3”. The first correct answer will win a prize. 

Write to us and Win!  Got an interesting article to share?  Please send your arti-

cle to the Editor at ifespore@singnet.com.sg.  If your article get to be published, 

you will win a NTUC $20 shopping voucher.  Please include your full name, 

membership grade and contact details. 

  Quiz 4  

  

There was no winner for Quiz No. 3. 

  

The correct answer to the Quiz No. 3 is : 

  

The fire rated enclosure is not secured 

properly. This will inevitably compromise 

the integrity of the fire rating of the dry ris-

er pipe. 

  Result/Answer to Quiz 3  

mailto:ifespore@singnet.com
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T he IFE offers: 

 Professional status for its members 

 Enhance career prospects 

 Continuing professional development opportunities 

 Free subscription to the International Fire Professional 

Journal 

 Educational and career progression through a range of 

accredited examinations 

 A voice in national and international debate on issues 

affecting fire management 

 Unparalleled opportunities to network with fellow pro-

fessionals worldwide 

 Sponsorship opportunities for higher education and re-

search  grants 

 Impartial, friendly advice on how to become an Engi-

neering Technician, Incorporated Engineer or Chartered 

Engineer. 

 


